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WESTMINSTER ABBEY
THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE GALLERIES AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY HAS 
BEEN NOMINATED FOR RICS AWARDS IN THE CATEGORIES OF BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AND TOURISM AND LEISURE.

As part of a project to house 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Galleries Exhibition, a new stair 
and lift tower offering general 

access to Westminster Abbey’s Eastern 
Triforium for the first time, along with 
new level flooring and a handrail to the 
Triforium openings that overlooks the 
main abbey below, was undertaken.

The project enabled the Triforium to 
be regained, and put to use housing the 
abbey’s new Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Galleries Exhibition. The exhibition has 
been designed by MUMA, and contains over 
300 objects from the abbey’s collection. 
The construction of the project was 
managed by Daedalus Conservation, who 
completed the work on time and within 

the budget allocated. Paul Dennis and 
Son manufactured the balustrade on the 
Queens Diamond Jubilee Gallery.

Speaking of the new galleries, The 
Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean 
of Westminster, said: “The views are 
breathtaking; the space astonishing; the 
displays fascinating.

“The visitor will gain far greater insight 
into the life and history of the Abbey than 
ever before. The fulfilment of this vision is a 
shared achievement with so many people 
involved. We are profoundly grateful.”

The galleries tell the story of Westminster 
Abbey in four themes: Building Westminster 
Abbey, Worship and Daily Life, Westminster 
Abbey and the Monarchy and The Abbey 
and National Memory.   »
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One of the key components of the new galleries was the lighting, 
which was overseen by DHA Designs. In turn, DHA turned to 
established lighting manufacturer KKDC to produce its TiMi 
007 5000K luminaire for the backlit stained glass displays. This 
particular product was chosen for its compact size and light quality 
to mimic daylight with high colour rendering properties. Matthew 
Barnes, KKDC Senior Project and Distribution Manager, said:

“We were absolutely thrilled and proud to be part of the 
Westminster Abbey project. Projects like this are rare – a medieval 
gallery reopened to the public after more than 700 years showcasing 
300 unique treasures, wow! It’s simply amazing.”

The high level Triforium space that wraps around the outer edge 
of Westminster Abbey’s magnificent interior accounts for around 
one third of its total floor area. It provides breath-taking views 
across the abbey, enabling its architecture to be seen without the 
obstruction of monuments and furnishings.

If improved accessibility was to be achieved, a new outside 
structure would be necessary. The site of the new lift and stair tower 
was chosen as it was immediately adjacent to the one bare section 
of walling where a new doorway could be cut into the abbey 
Triforium from the outside. 

The new access tower was constructed on its own concrete raft 
foundation, designed by structural engineers Price and Myers, 
which derived support from the existing historic raft and which 
was therefore left undamaged by the new construction. The new 
foundation for the tower was shaped to leave a section of the 
original foundations open to permanent public view at the base of 
the new lift and stair tower. 

The new tower is designed with a concrete lift core at its centre, 
which is clad in stone. The size of the lift core was determined by 
the need for the new lift to be able to accommodate a disabled 
visitor in a wheelchair accompanied by a carer. The lift core is 
‘crowned’ by a steel structure from which hang the glazed sides   » 

RICS Awards: Conservation

   THE HIGH LEVEL TRIFORIUM SPACE THAT WRAPS AROUND THE 
OUTER EDGE OF WESTMINSTER ABBEY’S MAGNIFICENT INTERIOR 

ACCOUNTS FOR AROUND ONE THIRD OF ITS TOTAL FLOOR AREA.

Conservation
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RICS Awards: Conservation

   IN TERMS OF SCALE, ALTHOUGH MODEST BY COMPARISON WITH 
THE REST OF THE ABBEY, THE NEW TOWER IS QUITE SUBSTANTIAL  

IN ITS HEIGHT, BEING APPROXIMATELY SEVEN STORIES TALL.

of the new tower, and which light an oak 
staircase that wraps around the lift shaft. 

The outer structure is inspired by 
the medieval lantern which caps the 
crossing tower of Ely Cathedral in 
Cambridgeshire. The Ely lantern is a 
timber framed structure that is clad in lead 
and whose piers also conceal rainwater 
pipes. The new tower at Westminster 
follows this same tradition, albeit using 
steel instead of timber structure. 

In terms of scale, although modest by 
comparison with the rest of the abbey, 
the new tower is quite substantial in its 
height, being approximately seven stories 
tall. Its steeply pitched roof is necessary 
to accommodate the top of the lift shaft 
and features patterned leadwork rolls 
commonly found in medieval cathedrals.

The detailed design of the tower takes 
many of its references from the main  
abbey building.   » 
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RICS Awards: Conservation

   SIMILARLY INSPIRED BY WREN ARE THE LEADED 
GLAZING PATTERNS OF THE NEW TOWER, WHOSE 
RECTANGULAR SHAPED CAMES OF HANDMADE 
CLEAR GLASS GIVE MANY OF THE ABBEY WINDOWS  
A SOFTER CHARACTER OF LIGHT. 

The floor is laid with Purbeck free stone, matching that of the  
main abbey floor. 

The roof structure of the ground floor lobby, which connects 
the tower with the abbey’s South Transept, is inspired by the oak 
construction introduced over the main Triforium spaces by Sir 
Christopher Wren as a part of his major restoration and re-roofing  
of the abbey during the early C18th. 

Similarly inspired by Wren are the leaded glazing patterns of the 
new tower, whose rectangular shaped cames of handmade clear 
glass give many of the abbey windows a softer character of light. 

Across eight individual categories, the RICS Awards are regarded 
as the premier property and construction awards in the country, 
celebrating the most innovative projects in the region and their 
impact on local communities. The 2019 London winners will be 
announced on Thursday 2nd May.   ■


